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Abstracts

LIN Hang #k#4, “Marriage Customs of Non-Han Ethnics in Song
China: An Annotated Translation of Chapters on Matriage Customs
in Songmo jiwen”

Despite the military conflicts between the Song, Liao, and Jin dynasties,
between the tenth and thirteenth century China also experienced an
intensive cultural interaction between multi-cultural societies. The visi-
ble material and invisible cultural interactions between states and ethnic
groups offer a new interpretation of multi-ethnicity and multicultural-
ism and a different perspective to investigate the variegation of the his-
torical tableau of medieval China. Based on the translation and annota-
tion of the chapter on the marriage customs of the non-Han ethnics on
the northeast border of the Song in Songmo jiwen, this paper examines
the unique cultural tradition of the neighbors of these non-Han ethnics,
which were only seldom known to contemporary Song people.
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MAU Chuan-hui £4% %, “The Introduction of Cotton Techniques
into China and the Specialization of Silk Work during the Song-
Yuan Period”

The Song-Yuan period marks a milestone in the history of Chinese
textile production. Remarkable progress was made both in the produc-
tion of silk products and by the success of the introduction of cotton
production from Southern China.
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Nevertheless one cannot deny that since the end of the fourteenth cen-
tury the region in which sericulture was carried out was reduced in
surface and, by early Qing times, silk production had come to be con-
centrated in some famous centres (e.g. the delta of the lower Yangzi
River, the Red Basin, the deltas of the Pearl River and the lower Yellow
River). Did the development of the cotton artisanal industry really
threaten that of the silk production and shut down the latter in limited
regions specifically assigned for sericulture, as many modern historians
suggest? Or is it not possible to consider this phenomenon and the in-
crease of cotton cultivation as a sole consequence of the remarkable
technical progress made in the sphere of sericulture? In other words, did
the high productivity in sericulture make it possible to release man-
power and land for cotton plantation?

The present paper consists of a preliminary study of the topic. It aims
to examine, through a technical approach, the relationship between the
specialisation of the silk industry and the spread of the cotton industry
during the Song-Yuan period. This preliminary study will be placed in a
historical background where the active foreign trade favoured the
spreading of the silk industry on the Eurasian continent through both
land and maritime trade networks. The author considers also political
and social changes interrelated with technical development, and with
Chinese textile consumption during the Song-Yuan period.
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CHANG Pin-tsun 5E#WAT, “The Rise of Chinese Mercantile Power
in Maritime Southeast Asia, ¢. 1400-1700”

In a distinguished lecture in government Mancur Olson points out a
pitfall of economic rationality: it tends to overlook what is the most
obvious to everyone, just like a rational stroller tends to overlook the
big bills lying on the sidewalk.' The same pitfall sometimes may be
found in historical rationality, which, by focusing all on the positive
elements, often ignores the side effects of some seemingly negative ele-
ments. Looking from the vintage point of Chinese economic power in
Southeast Asia today, this paper tries to search for the “big bills” in
relation to its origin, which have been long ignored in the study of
Chinese maritime history. A big bill crops up instantly to my attention:
the unintended consequence brought about by Ming maritime policy
and the Dutch United East India Company (VOC). Benefited by his-
torical hindsight, we are now able to credit them with their positive
effects and regard them as the most critical elements that have contrib-
uted to the foundation of Chinese mercantile dominance in maritime
Southeast Asia. These effects have been largely ignored or inadequately
dealt with in terms of this specific contribution. Suffice it to say they

1 Mancur Olson, “Big Bills Left on the Sidewalk: Why Some Nations are Rich,
and Others Poor?”, Journal of Economic Perspectives 10.2 (1996), 3-24.
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were chiefly responsible for the displacement of South and West Asians
by the Chinese in the competition for commercial interests in this re-
gion. The displacement process took place in a period of about three
centuries, roughly from 1400 to 1700.

The following discussion is arranged in four sections. Section one in-
troduces the superiority of South and West Asians’ commercial power
in Southeast Asia up to the end of Yuan dynasty (1276-1367). Section
two discusses the functions of Ming maritime policy in bringing about
the power shift in Chinese favor. The third section shows South and
West Asians’ commercial interests almost completely disappeared in
maritime Southeast Asia primarily thanks to the trade monopoly of
VOC. The final section is a brief conclusion.
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