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Abstracts

Barbara SEYOCK, “Memories from Abroad: ;# Han Chinese and No-
madic Heritage in Korean and Japanese Archaeological Contexts”

The centuries between 100 BCE to 300 CE brought about major changes
in material culture, social structures, and cross-cultural trade relations for
the Korean peninsula and the Japanese archipelago. Owing to the estab-
lishment of four Chinese commanderies in the north of the Korean penin-
sula in 108 BCE, new techniques, such as bronze and iron production,
spread throughout the peninsula and further south, crossing the Straits to
the Japanese islands, and fuelling the development of increasingly hierar-
chical societies. Chinese bronze import goods have been excavated from
many elite burials in the Korean southeast and the western part of Japan.
Animal style bronzes moreover illustrate the influx of elements from the
north Asian steppe cultures into that region, while locally produced goods
seem to have been extensively traded across the Korea Strait in both direc-
tions. This essay attempts to analyse the spread of respective artefacts in
Korean and Japanese sites, and pays special attention to the change in func-
tion of elite burial goods in the proto-historic period.
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Linda GILAIZEAU, “Diplomacy from the Grave: Interactions between
Western Japan and the East Asian Continent from a Burial Point of View”

From the beginning of the Yayoi period, signs of interactions between Ja-
pan and North East Asia are clearly visible, especially through burial prac-
tices. Frequent references are made to the Chinese chronicles to analyse the
relationships between Asia and ancient Japan, in terms of politics, diploma-
cy, war or exchanges. Yet, these texts, taken as the main reference, are not
enough to show the complexity of these interactions and their multiple
expressions. The study of burial practices in western Japan allows us to
propose a long-term evolution analysis of the interactions with Northeast
Asia. The analysis of architecture, burial goods, body treatment, cemeteries’
organization and management, and physical anthropology from a long term
point of view, enables us to show trends of evolution. It is a window to how
Yayoi societies reacted to events and trends on the Asian continent, relating
to technological, political, cultural, human and ideological developments.
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TAMURA Tomomi and OGA Katsuhiko, “Distribution of Lead-Barium
Glasses in Ancient Japan”

Lead-barium glass, considered to be unique to ancient China, was one of
the types of glass that first appeared in Japan as early as the third c¢. BCE.
The associated advanced bronze-age culture and a small amount of iron
tools indicate that lead-barium glass was also a marker for interaction and
trade relationships between Japan, China, and Korea in the early Iron Age.
Further evidence suggests that the distribution of most of the lead-barium
glasses stopped by the end of the second c. CE. In Japan, while tubular
beads are the most common lead-barium glass artefacts, other objects,
including i discs, eye-beads and comma-shaped beads, also exist. Lead-
barium glass tubular beads found in Japan may be divided into three groups
based on manufacturing method and shape. Most surprising is that the
most common Japanese tubular beads, colored by Chinese blue pigment,
have not yet been found in Korea.
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Sarah NELSON, “Relationships between Silla #7 % and Yamato + §=”

Although recent work on the Three Kingdoms Period has looked at influ-
ences and movements of people and artefacts between Packche and Yamato
and Kogury6 and Yamato, little attention has been paid to indication of
Silla’s presence or influence in the Kofun period in Japan. To explore possi-
ble relationships between the Silla polity on the Korean peninsula and vari-
ous polities the Japanese islands in the early centuries CE, this paper con-
siders an early legend, possible royal artefacts from Silla that have been
found in Japan, and similarities of social structure to tease out connections
between Silla and the region of Izumo in Japan.
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Mark BYINGTON (transl.) and Gina BARNES (comp.), Comparison of
Texts between the Accounts of Han #% in the Sanguo zhi = W &, in the
Fragments of the Weiliie #.%% , and in the Hou-Han shu i % %

Protohistoric societies are those for which we do not have full written rec-
ords. In addition to archacological information, they are variously known
through isolated inscriptions, retrospective histories, or other peoples’ views
of them. The societies on the southern Korean peninsula in the first three
centuries of the common era are protohistoric, in that they are known -
apart from archaeology — through Chinese writings about them. This arti-
cle offers a view of Samhan (Three Han) societies from the Chinese view-
point during the existence of Chinese commanderies maintained on the
Korean peninsula between 108 BCE and 313 CE. The texts below have
previously been translated and published separately, but here they are
aligned for comparison.
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