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Abstracts

Angela SCHOTTENHAMMER, “Seafaring, Trade, and Knowledge Transfer:
Maritime Politics and Commerce in Early Middle Period to Early Modern
China”

This project, entitled “Seafaring, Trade, and Knowledge Transfer — Maritime
Politics and Commerce in Early Middle Period to Early Modern China”, has
been sponsored by the Gerda Henkel Foundation since January 2014. In this
special issue of Crossroads we want to introduce some first joined research
results.

We pursue a longue-durée comparison of the development of maritime
trade and its impact on state politics and vice versa, based on a comparative
analysis of textual (including maps and sea routes) and recently discovered
archacological sources (such as shipwrecks with their cargoes, grave objects,
tombs, and tomb inscriptions) from China and her “partner countries”. In
order to get a better insight into the interrelation between private commerce
and official maritime politics, we have decided to focus here especially on
periods of major changes between the traditional dynastic cycles (transitions),
such as the Tang-Song transition. We want to examine primarily the interac-
tion between private agents (e. g merchants) and government/state interests
and between Chinese and foreign actors. In this context, we have selected case
studies focussing on Northeast and Southeast China respectively, analysing
local developments against the macro-historical domestic and foreign back-
ground. In this way, we intend to shed more light onto the impact and reper-
cussions of decisions made by central governments on local developments and
vice versa as well as the interdependency of domestic and local with foreign
and supra-regional developments. Also, the question of how Chinese and
foreigners conducted their exchanges on a practical level and got along with
each other will receive more detailed attention.

This introduction summarizes our research results, focussing particularly
on the Tang-Song transition and the development of China’s maritime
commerce and politics in South China.

Crosroads 11 (April 2015)
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L1 Man, “Tea, Fierce-Fire Oil and Maps: North-Eastern China in Tang-
Song Transition”

In the Late Tang (618-907) period, the political landscape of disparate military
governorship eventually led to a national division. Before the next dynasty of
the so called “Great Unification”, namely, Song (960-1279), stepped onto the
historic stage, regional political powers had dominated the political arena.

From three aspects, e. g commercial exchange (tea), spreading of military
technology (Fierce Fire Oil), and politics of maps, this research attempts to
discuss the political and economic communication amongst different regimes,
with special focus on the relationships between Khitan-Liao (907-1125), Wu-
Yue (907-978) and Southern Tang (937-975), in order to reveal the structure
of cultural exchange and goods communication took place in the whole North-
eastern China of the time.
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KIMURA Jun, “Maritime Archaeological Perspectives on Seaborne Trade
in the South China Sea and East China Sea between the Seventh and Thir-
teenth Centuries”

This article reviews maritime archaeological fieldwork in 2014 that explored the
evidence of seventh to thirteenth century seaborne trade in Southeast and East
Asia. The investigation focused on the study of the structural remains of Asian
merchant ships, the hull of the so far oldest known South China Sea shipwreck
was recently found in Quing Ngii & # Province in Central Vietnam. The
characteristics of the inspected timber remains are indicative of the specific type
of a large ship that was operated by Southeast Asian seafarers and served water
transportation in the maritime trading network between Tang China and the
Indian Ocean World. The 2014 underwater archaeological expedition in Cen-
tral Vietnam also identified a stone anchor stock, probably associated to a
twelfth/thirteenth-century Chinese trader. There are several twelfth/thirteenth-
century wreck sites evidencing the voyage of Chinese trading vessels in the South
China Sea and East China Sea, but hull remains barely survive at these sites.
Alternatively, stone anchor stocks associated to some of these sites, such as the
ones found at the Kurakizaki site in Japan in this paper, are considered to be the
direct evidence of the voyage of China ships that became prominent in the water
transportation in the twelfth to thirteenth century maritime trading network.
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MA Guang, “The Shandong Peninsula in Northeast Asian Maritime
History during the Yuan-Ming Transition”

In the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368), the government encouraged people to con-
duct maritime trade with other countries, and the Shandong Peninsula of Chi-
na, especially Dengzhou, was an important region of exchange for international
trade, knowledge and culture as well as human beings between China, Korea,
and Japan. However, Wokou (lit. Japanese bandits) began to raid Shandong in
the late Yuan, when civil wars disordered commercial activities in China. The
causes of JWokou raids are very complicated, and we should put our research
into a wider context of the East Asian region to analyze it from different per-
spectives. Besides these traditional reasons, such as the turbulent situation in
Japan and the weakness of coastal defence in Korea and China, the influence of
natural disasters including droughts, typhoons, epidemics, pestilence and inun-
dations, especially temperature change, should be considered seriously at the
same time. In my opinion, there is a close relation between temperature changes
and Wokou raids. In the early Ming dynasty (1368-1644), Wokou continued to
raid its coastal regions, which had a bad influence on people’s life. In order to
suppress Wokou, the Ming government initiated a maritime prohibition policy
and strengthened its coastal defence in Shandong, and then Shandong became
an important military base. From the above analysis, we can see the big different
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functions of Shandong Peninsula from an important commercial entrepdt in
the Yuan to a crucial military base in Ming times. By studying the typical case of
Shandong, which played a significant role in the development of the Northeast
Asian maritime networks in ancient China, I hope my study can help scholars
thoroughly understand the changes during the Yuan-Ming rupture in the larger
geopolitical, global context of Northeast Asia.
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Elke PAPELITZKY, “An Introduction to Siy7 guangji> % § 3=”

The Siyi guangji is a not much researched text from the early seventeenth cen-
tury written by a certain Shen Maoshang, an official with a low ranking post.
This text is known today especially for its descriptions of sea routes, but it con-
tains many other information on different countries, both countries China had
contact with during the late sixteenth, early seventeenth century, and countries
that did not exist anymore at this time period. Much of the content is very
outdated and copied from earlier sources. While the countries in the north and
the west of China are also described, the main focus of the text lies on the mari-
time border of China.

This paper aims to give an overview over the special features of the Siyi
guangji, including a short biography of Shen Maoshang, In a preliminary com-
parison with similar texts, I will show that the Siyi guangji has many similarities
with these texts, but also has some unique features, such as the inclusion of the
sea routes and the “old” countries.
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Mathieu TORCK, “The Line of Fire and the Line of Duty: The Eoles of
Chinese Armies and Navies in Border Defence and Maritime Trade Dur-
ing the Ming-Qing Transition”

Border security (baifang 7% [7) is an issue that pertains as much to pre-modern
and early modern empires as it does to contemporary (inter)national contexts.
China has a long history of maritime activities and border control against illegal
trade, smuggling, piracy and (other) foreign threats. By the Ming dynasty, an
intricate border defence system had been developed in order to monitor border-
crossing activities and defend the empire against piratical attacks (wokon & 7 ).
While the Ming had been quite successful in this respect, towards the end of this
era the efficacy of the border control system crumbled with the advent of the
Manchus. However, it was reinvigorated quickly by the new rulers after 1644.
This research has several aims. The first aim is to elucidate the ways in which
the take-over was effectuated and what the new rule meant for the defence
system. Based upon important late Ming sources as Chouhai tubian % % 8] %
by Zeng Ruozeng #%% % (1503-1570) and Wubeizhi # % % by Mao
Yuanyi ¥ 7 & (1594-1640), the system of coastal defence will be scrutinized
in its institutional and organizational aspects before and after the Manchu
conquest. Besides, I shall investigate what the Ming-Qing transition signified in
terms of human movement, in the first place military men, in light of technical
aspects in weaponry, ways of warfare etc. Through the study of such military
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manuals as Qi Jiguang’s B %€ (1527-1588) Lianbing shiji R 5 § % and
Jixiao xinshu % »TX7% , we may gain insight into the state-of-the-art of mili-
tary know-how and into the importance of the national and international cir-
culation of these works. Furthermore, the role of the navy as a government tool
to keep an eye on incoming and outgoing trade will be assessed. Finally, I intend
to analyze the relationship between international trade activities and the mili-
tary against the backdrop of the complex amalgamate of interwoven (il)legal
and commercial and naval activities with such major maritime players as the
Qing navy, the Zheng #% commercial and naval empire and the western colo-
nial powers.
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Wim DE WINTER, Perspectives for a Comparative Cultural History of

Ostend Company Interactions in Bengal & China
Taking the source material available for the Ostend Company’s eighteenth

century maritime trading activities in China and Bengal as a vantage point, this
article will explore the potential of this material for writing a comparative histo-
ry on cultural interaction in the Indian Ocean world. It will compare how
agents from this Company engaged in cultural interaction as a prerequisite for
further economic interaction. Beyond a colonial or econocentric approach, the
paper will assume an anthropological perspective, considering cultural interac-
tions as a performative learning process, revealing how company agents partici-
pated in and made sense of foreign customs and policies. By comparing the
diaries of a 1723 merchant-diplomat in Bengal, and a 1726 merchant in Can-
ton, it will reveal similarities and differences in learning processes in both mari-
time trading environments. It will provide a summary of several key focuses
supporting a comparative history of cultural interaction, such as performative
courtly rituals, the role of informants and information on learning how to in-
teract, and the personal reflections of European merchants. The article also
demonstrates the potential for a collaborative approach, through the inclusion
of comparison with older Chinese sources, in establishing a longue durée per-
spective on specific cultural phenomena as aspects of the learning process, such
as the differing significance of clothing, or the ritual use of tea or tobacco in
receiving of guests. Its focus on interaction also reveals the mediating role of
Persian or Armenian merchants. Finally, the article will also stress the role of
unexpected occurrences such as shipwrecks or robbery, as hazardous aspects of
maritime trading environments, and the human response to occurrences on
both direct and institutional levels. Against an overtly structural approach, this
reveals how human-environment interaction also contained an element of

unpredictability.
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