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Abstracts

Barbara WITT, “Sanbao taijian Xiyang ji tongsu yanyi = § ~ & & #Eid
{% 3% & : An Annotated Bibliography”

The Sanbao taijian Xiyang ji tongsu yanyi [Romance of the Sanbao Eunuch’s
Voyage to the Western Ocean) (Xiyang ji & #3%) is a Ming dynasty novel based
on the seven voyages of Zheng He 54 (1371-1433 or 1435), to the ports and
countries around the “Western Ocean”, i. e. Southeast Asia, South Asia, West-
ern Asia, and East Africa. The novel is attributed to Luo Maodeng %% % (fl
1596) and the preface of the earliest existing copy dates the manuscript to 1597.
In the wake of renewed interest in Zheng He during the Republican Era, this
novel based on his voyages came to the attention of Chinese scholars. Their
essays established the basis for ongoing research into the novel, which has been
particularly thriving in recent years.

The aim of this annotated bibliography is to give future researchers an over-
view of studies on Xiyang ji in Chinese and several European languages. These
monographs, essays and articles cover a vast range of topics, including: general
surveys; comparisons to other novels; discussions of religious aspects, countries
and regjons or specific episodes; research into the portrayal of the treasure fleet
and the novel’s author, editions and translations; and finally linguistic and lexi-
cographical studies centered on the novel.
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