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Abstracts

Britta STEIN, Granulation and the Tree of Life: How Goldsmithing Tech-
niques and Religious Beliefs Connect the Far East with the West

There have not been comparative studies of jewellery that encompass the whole
of Eurasia until today. Prestige goods like crowns and jewellery are mainly
found in graves of the ruling elite. By comparing objects from Kofun period
Japan with finds from other regions in Eurasia the spread of production tech-
niques, exchange routes and religious beliefs become clear. An analysis of icono-
graphical similarities shows the existence of certain motifs like the tree of life in
combination with birds and deer. Yet not only these religious motifs connect
the East with the West. Goldsmithing techniques like granulation and the
attachment of round or leaf-shaped gold sequins by a wire are also known
throughout Eurasia. With a strong focus on crowns, earrings and other jewel-
lery from Kofun period Japan this paper examines the distribution of those
objects throughout Eurasia to determine existing links between Europe, Cen-
tral and East Asia during that time.
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Dilnoza DUTURAEVA, Cengtan and Fulin: The Saljugs in Chinese Sources

Any research on the Saljuq Turks is mainly based on Muslim and Christian
sources. Chinese primary and secondary sources have usually not been consult-
ed. However, China was one of the closest neighbors of Turkic peoples and a
source of luxurious commodities highly prized in the Islamic world. The Chi-
nese recorded envoys from the Great Saljugs and the Saljugs of Rum offering
rare details on international diplomacy and trade in the eleventh century that
cannot be obtained from other sources.

This paper deals with Chinese records on the Saljugs and interpretations of
Chinese terms applied to the Saljugs, particularly, the term Cengtan & 18
which was used to the Saljuq Empire in Central Asia, Iran, and Transcaucasia
and the term Fulin 4% ¥ that was applied to the Saljuq Sultanate in Anatolia.
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Csaba OLAH, On the Inspection of Foreign Products during the Ming
Period

During the Ming period foreign diplomatic missions were always inspected by
local Chinese authorities at the border. Not only the diplomatic documents or
the members of the mission but also their products underwent a strict inspec-
tion. Chinese authorities inspected the quantity and the quality of tribute and
trade products that were brought to China for official trade. In this article I
examine how the inspection of foreign products took place in Ming China, and
will explain why product inspection was necessary for the Ming government,
what the relationship was between foreign trade and product inspection, and
what the role of brokers was in the inspection. I argue that without analyzing
the system and the reasons for cargo inspection we cannot fully understand the
mechanism of Ming foreign trade.
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